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GOD's AWFUL WARNINGS 


| TO A 
Giddy, Careleſs, Sinful World, 
EXEMPLIFIED IN A 
NARRATIVE OF SEVERAL WARNINGS 


VIsroxs, STRANGE SIGNs, and APPARITIONS, 


WHICH HAVE BEEN SEEN IN TAE 


Heavens, the Earth, and the Water, 
REMARK ABLE ACCIDENTS, and SIGNAL a 
JUDGMENTS, 


Many of which have been ſeen fincg the 


CoMMENCEMENT OF THE PRESENT WAX. 
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LONDON : PRINTED FOR G. RIEBAU, xo. 439, STRAND, 1795, 
(PRICE THREEPENCE») 
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a” aa The Account of any authentic Vifion, Meteors, Signs, or nf 1 
Remarkable Fudgments, communicated in a Line directed to J. W. 4 


No. 48. Dorſet-fireet, Mancheſter-ſquare, or G. R. No 439, Due 


Strand, {poft paid), will be thankfully received, 
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VIS IONS, &c. 


The Teſtimony of ANN ASH, Ne. 2, Btzn-1n-Haxp- 


CouRT, CHEAPSIDE. » | 


I» the evening of the day called Wedneſday, March 4th, 
1795, as Ann Aſh was coming between Blackfriars 
Bridge, and Chriſtchurch, ſhe was accoſted by a poor 


woman who was telling her diſtreſſed circumſtances in 
hopes of relief; while ſhe was liſtening to her ſtoty, ſhe 
obſerved a man of uncommon ſtature, who looked at her 
attentively, which at firſt made her uneaſy ; but the poor 
woman continuing to relate her ſorrowful tale, the man, 
who held a pocket book in one hand with a pencil in the 
other, and looking towards the Livery Stables on the ſame 
ſide, accoſted her in theſe words Diſtreſſes and puniſh- 
ments have always had firſt cauſes.” She anſwered ſhe 
did not know any eauſe for her diſtreſs. The man replied, 
if your huſband had taken the advice of the venerable old 
man, who met him as he was going to work in the morn- 
ing about ſix months ago, it would have been otherwiſe ; 


ſhe faid her huſband did now believe; he ſaid when the judg- 
ments were paſt, it was too late to believe, and that her 


huſband was an unbeliever, and there were thouſands and 
tens of thouſands who were unbelievers as he was, and 
would periſh, in this metropolis. | 1 
By this time they were nearly come to the centre arch of 
Blackfriars Bridge, when he ſaid, only obſerve the bright- 
neſs of the moon, before three moons waſte, theſe 
things ſhall come to paſs. | „5 
Behold the brightneſs of the moon; it is ſaid, when there 
is. a miſt ariſing round the moon, there will be fine weather. 
He then laying his hands upon the heads of Ann Aſh and 


the poor woman, which they even did not feel, removed 


from them, anddiſappeared; there were ſeveralother perſons 
alſo who were noticing his uncommon ftature, and won- 
, { COS & ag 4 dering 


o 
* 
: 
4 
L 
\ 
: 
4 


4 
dering as ſne did, what was become of him, ſome thinking 
he went one way, and ſome another, 

The poor woman lives or did live in Duke-ſtreet in the 
Borough, and told Ann Afh, that about fix months agd, 
as her huſband was going to work about five o'clock in the 
morning to Queen-{treet in the Borough, he was met by an 
old man of a ſingular appearance, rather ſhort, his face 
fair as alabaſter, his hair white as wool, his garments alſo 
white; he ſaid to him, you are going to work in Queen- 
ſtreet, he ſaid, yes, lam. The old man faid, you had 
better not go there, but go along with me ; he anſwered, 
he muſt go there, for there his bread lay; meaning he 
had conſtant work there; the old man repeated, go with 


me; he ſtill ſaid no, he muſt go there, for there his bread | 


lay. The old man ſaid again, you had better go with me, 
« you wilt repent it, but he refuſed. When he came 
from work as uſual about nine o'clock the ſame morning, 
the marrow in the vertebra of his neck gave way, ſo that 
his head fell, and he has never ſince been able to hold it up. 
His family has alſo been afflicted from the fame time 
\ 25 
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| Vous YOUNG MEN ſhall fee Viſions, Je ii. 28, 
here ſhall be Signs in the Sun, and in che Moon, 
and in the Stars. Lute xxi. 23. 
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Recital of an Open Viſion ſeen by Thomas Mebſter, while he 
Was Fas der a Corpſe, at the Grave's fide, in Ber- 
mondſey Church-Yard. © | 

ON the 7th of Auguſt 1793, (the afternoon of which 
may be memorable for unuſual thunder,) about ſeven in 
the evening, there appeared in the heavens an ill-formed 
beaſt, ſtanding on the Continent, and afterwards marching 
upright at the head of an immenſe army, iſſuing out of a 
cloud, the beaſt ſtretching out his fore paws as if ſwim- 
ming, much agitated, and pointing to ſomething at a dif- 

' tance. All marched gently, but boldly on, and appeared 

to croſs the ſea, making for an iſland, which they invaded 
in a very ſhort ſpace of time. The ſea then aſſumed the 
appearance of a barren heath, and every thing ſeemed to 
have fallen before them | 
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The beaſt having arrived in the middle of the iſland, 
put on the form and colour of a leopard, and lay down, as 
if to take his reſt; when the army diſappeared, and all 
things about him wore a moſt beautiful appearance, like 
fertile land, when the ſun is riſing upon it; and immedi- 
ately (the leopard, keeping his poſition), a ſmall cloud 
aroſe from the middle of the ſpace, and moved gently to the 
ſide, followed by a buffalo and a crocodile; both which, 
as they drew near the cloud, were inveſted with its ſhape, 
and loſt their own. ._. + | ov & 

The Viſion N. N. E. Time about four minutes. 
The above viſion was alſo ſeen, and particularly no- 
ticed by E. Wynne, ſchoolmaſter, of St. Mary Hill, on 
his road to Wapping, in the company of ſeveral gentle- 
men. The above E. W. noticed, that the beaſt, when 
it was lain down, momentarily panted as if at its laſt gaſp. 
T. W. the publiſher, had, at this period of the viſion, 
taken off his eyes for a few ſeconds. , ,, ,. , _ 
The army and the beaſt, as repreſented at the head, ap- 
peared to be about ſix feet high, and the quadrupeds 
bare an exact natural proportion, CE 
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Explanation by MR. BROTAHERS. 
The Iſland means England, their invaſion of it is cer- 
tain ; the ſea aſſuming the appearance of a barren heath, 
alludes to the land they leave, and the land they come into, 
being joined as one common, or general land. Falling be- 
fore them, means their overthrowing all oppoſition, ſent 
to prevent their coming: to the centre or capital of the 


iſland, When the beaſt arrives at the middle or capital, he 


aſſumes the form of a leopard, and the viſion being from 
God, it is to demonſtrate, that the general is French, ac- 
cording to my book, or the ſeventh chapter of Daniel. 
When he lies down to take his reſt, all is conquered. The 
army diſappearing, means their going to reſt alſo. The 
land wearing 2, beautiful appearance, means the reſtora- 
tion of peace to the people. The bull or buffalo, with the 
crocodile, that is England and Spain, will loſe their pre- 
ſent form of government, which will never appear any 


more. This is-a true explanation. 


Signed. RICHARD BROTHERS. 
1 2 | Spain, 
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Spain, or the Spaniſh republic, will, with the bull alſo, 
join We leopard. 5 © EI 
| F-" [ A true Copy.) 
See Iſaiah, ch. 2, verſe 2. | 
A print repreſenting the viſion may be had of Mx. 
WEBSTER, No. 20, Gringe Real, Bermondſey, or of 
the publiſher of this. | 


At Colbarbour, Raynham Mar ſhes, in ſer, either the latter 
end of Fuly or the beginning of Auguſt, 1793. 

WE faw ſeveral ſhips under fail, with the windquarterly, 
and ſome as if their topmaſts were carried away, and others 
only bare hulk and bowſprit ſtanding, and ſeveral boats 
with men rowing 3 likewiſe armies of ſoldiers both horſe 
and foot, and a large field cannon, and a man on horſeback, 


ſomething like that at Charing Croſs ; and there was a 


lion a little diſtance off to the left hand, nearer the wood. 
Seen by Thomas Price, Thomas Childs, Charles Scar- 
borough, John Blanchard, in company together. 


7 


The following epitaph is in the bui ying ground near Pori- 
Royal, in the ifland of Jamaica. 

HERE lieth the body of Lewis Galdy, eſq. who died 
the 22d of Sept. 1739, aged 80. Inthe great earthquake 
which happened here in 1692, he was ſwallowed up by the 
opening earth, and by the great providence of God, by a 
ſecond ſhock was thrown out of the earth into the ſea, 
where he continued ſwimming until he was taken up by a 
boat, and _— preſerved :- He afterwards lived in 

great reputation and died univerſally lamented, 


* 


BY , accounts lately received from India—lIt is related 
that two Gentlemen being on their return to their homes 
in the evening, ſaw a blazing ſtar or conſtellation in the 
element, and obſerved the Farr for ſome time, and at 


length ſaw it ſet towards the north, and very ſoon afterwards 


ſaw it riſe again to a conſiderable height, and then finally 
ſet again.— No doubt ſuch a prodigy as this muſt have 
fomething ominous in it—perhaps | 

«K To Princes death, io Kingdoms many  —_ 
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THE moft'tremenduous ſtorm of thunder and lightning 


within the memory of man, happened on the evening of the 


zd of Sept. 1789, at Amerſham, in the county of Bucks, 
to the inexpreſſible terror and conſternation of the inhabi- 
tants : the atmoſphere exhibiting an amazing ſheet of con- 
tinued blaze: a heavy fall of hailſtones ſucceeded, in quan- 
tity and magnitude ſurpaſhng belief, which totally deſtroy- 
ed all the windows in the town, and did other * 
damage. . 
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From the ANNUS MIRABILIS, page 24. 

SEVERAL paſſengers coming in a boat from Putney 
to London about 8 o'clock at night, March x4, 1660, 
when they were near Weſtminſter, ſaw a dark and black 
cloud hanging over Weſtminſter-hall, which aſter a little 
ſpace of time paſſed away, and in the room of it appeared 


a white bright cloud which gave ſuch alight that they could 


plainly diſcern the windows of the Parliament-houſe, and 
people walking to and fro on Weſtminſter-bridge, though 
before it was exceeding dark while they beheld this cloud; 
they ſaw it drop down fire ſeveral times upon Weſtminſter 
hall, and then it removed and. ſtood over the Parliament- 
houſe, and then dropped down fire upon that alſo, ſeveral 
times; then it removed back again to Weſtminſter-hall, 
and dropped down fire again, and then back to the Parlia- 
ment-houſe, and ſo continued to do ſucceflively for four or 


five times together, to the very great fright of the paſſen- 


gers, but eſpecially the waterman. One of the gentlemen 
that had been in the boat, went that night to Weſtminſter- 
hall, and related the ſtory to ſeveral perſons there; the ſame 
* ſeen by ſeveral paſſengers that came that night from 
Kenſington to London. 2 page 24. 8 


— — — 


ON the 21ſt of March, 1660, between ſeven and eight 
in the evening, were ſeen in the air at London- bridge, by 
many perſons, to the W. or W. by N. ſeveral forms and 
figures variouſly metamorphoſed, being the perfect ſhapes 
and repreſentations of ſeveral beaſts, one monſter, ſundry 
men, and two armies. The relation is as follows, which 
was taken down by ſeveral ſpectators. 

I. There 


„ 

1. There appeared the figure of a great cathedral with 
a high tower or ſteeple advancing ieſelf'in the middle of it, 
which after a ſhort continuance vaniſhed. 8 

2. There was repreſented the form of an oak with large 
ſpreading boughs, which alſo vaniſhet. OY 

8. A very large mountain, of which the pyramid or 
leſſer part ſtood downwards, being placed between the. 
cathedral and the oak, which remained fixed for a quar- 
ter of an hqur without any variation; and, after that, the 
five following forms of beaſts of prey, ſeemed to iſſue from 


the north part. 


I. A crocodile from the middle of the mountain, with 


the mouth wide open, which changed into the ſhape of 


2. A furious bull; then into : | 
3. A fierce rampant lion, which was ſuddenly altered 

into. the figure of 35500 

4. A perfect bear; which was likewiſe turned into | 
5. A ſwine or boar; and fo there was the repreſenta- 
tion of a devouring crocodile, a furious bull, a fierce 
rampant lion, and a beaſtly boar, which alternately iſſued 
out of the great mountain which roſe up between the ca- 
thedral and the oak ; all which eight apparitions bein 
quite vaniſhed, the fame mountain ſeemed ſuddenly to ra 
and divide itſelf from the top, but the greateſt part thereof 
intotwo diſtinct parts, which again were immediately formed 
into two very great beaſts faſtened or chained together by 
the hind parts, the one ſeeming to draw one way and the 
other quite the contrary ; that which faced the ſouth, re- 
ſembled an elephant with a caſtle on his back; that to the 
north, like unto a lion, which ſcemed to draw the ele- 
phant that way; ſuddenly after, the caſtle on the elephant's 
back vaniſhed, and five or fix men Which during their con- 
tinuation were agitated to and fro—After this, the lion 
was ſuddenly and wonderfully changed to a horſe with a 
rider on his back, both then ſuddenly ſeemed to fall down» 
wards and ſo were extinguifhed. 

Then there aroſe another cloud, which in a ſhort time 
formed itſelf into the perfect refemblance of a whale, 


| having his mouth alto open. | 


Thea appeared on the right hand at a further diſtance 
N. W. by N. another cloud which formed itſelf to the 
perfect 
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perfect form of a great head with a cardinal's cap thereon, 
with two horns of a very conſiderable length fixed thereon, 
and between the ſaid whale's head and the other with a 
cap, were a few men ſcen, moving up and down with ve- 
ry ſwift motion; but theſe men ſuddenly diſappeared; ONE 
only excepted, continued a little longer than the reſt, mov- 
ing up and down with much majeſty, magnificence and 

ate. 7 

Then there aroſe another great confuſed cloud, near unto 
the ſaid great head and cardinal's cap, which cloud ſeemed 

like a ruinous building as ſeen at a great diſtance, but 

while the people were looking on, the lame then perfectly 

appeared to be a formidable army ſet in battle, which ad- 
vanced ſoutherly. 
Ihen there aroſe another cloud on the left, leaving that 

ſingle 4je/tic Perſona little more ſoutherly, which cloud 

formed itſelf into another army, which was little leſs than 

the northern army; the ſouthern then advanced with 

much ſeeming celerity and ſpeed againſt the northern, and 

being come near each other, the ſaid ſingle Majgſtic Per- 
ſon vaniſhed; then both armies ſeemed furiouſly to engage 

each other, and after the firſt onſet, which was furious, 

both armies ſeemed to retreat a little, and then made a 

ſecond furious charge, during which the ſouthern army 
ſtood ſtoutly to it, and ſeemed to get ground of the north- 
ern, and made them ſeem to retreat a little, yet the rear 
of the ſouthern ſeemed, to be confuſed; and the ſaid 
northern army made a third furious charge againſt the 
front or remainder of the ſouthern army, and being ſo 
engaged, both at length ſeemed to retreat, ſo as an inter- 
| val was ſeen between them, and then without any viſible 
victory obtained by either party, the heads of the men of 
the armies which before were diſcernable, became a con- 
fuſed chaos, and then vaniſhed. The duration of the 
three battles was about eight minutes and then all ſeemed 
to deſcend into the great horizon clouds. 

Thus far the ſpectators did then obſerve, fave only, 
that in the laſt place, though firſt in order, there appear- 
ed three perfect figures of burning coals reſembling as fol- 
lows, with intervals equally diftant from each — n 

| : Ir 


WOES, 
Firſt and longeſt, ſeemed to be fixed to.the middle part 


of ſome houſes or buildings, near Charing-crols. 
Second er middlemoſt, feemed to be burning about the 
middle part of tie Strand. | 
Third and laſt, upon ſome buildings about the Temple, 
and Blackfriar's-bridge. OS 
by Fide pages 25, 26, 27, 28, 29. 
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From WWindward's Fair Warnings to a Careleſs World. 


THE French records acquaiat us with a paſſage very re- 
markable in the year 1060, at the ſolemnizing of the 
funeral of a certain Doctor at Paris. When the prieſt 
came to the then uſed form, Reſponde mibi, the corpſe ſat 
upright in the bier, and, to the amazement of all that were 
there, cried out with a hideous noiſe, in the Latin tongue, 
I am accuſed before the juſi tribunal of God, and then lay 
down in its former poſture. At this the company bein 
greatly aſtoniſhed, agreed to defer the intended burial to 
the next day, at which time a vaſt concourſe of people 
thronged into the church to attend the event; when at the 
fame words he cried out again with a hideous noiſe, I am 
judged by the juſt judgment of Gd; upon which the 
ſolemnity was again adjourned to the next tay, and then 
again, before the principal perſons of the whole city, who 
reſorted to this ſtrange funeral, the corpſe roſe a third time, 
and with the like doleful accent cried. out, I am condemned 
by the juſt judgment of Gd; upon which they with good 
reaſon denied him a Chriſtian burial, and threw his body 
on a dunghi!l. | | i 

The whole/company of ſpectators of this prodigy were 
. excccdingly affrighted, and affected thereby; but the im- 
preſſion was not more remarkable on any one, than on 
; Dr. Bruno, in the fame. Univerſity, who, calling his ſcho- 
lars together, diſcourſed to them of the dreadful condition 
of this poor man, Who, though honoured by them for his 
learning and diſcretion, yet with his own voice declared 
bis ju? condemnation by God.“ What profit,” ſaith he, 
« has this poor wretch in hell of all his light and no- 
« Jedge? What advantage hath he from all his riches, 
A pleaſures, and honours, ſince his body now lies expoſed 
„ on a dunghill, and his ſoul condemned to the torments 

* .of 
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« of kell ; where they wiſh for death, but cannot obtain 
« it, for the worm dieth not, and the fire can never be 
cc guenched? Whither ſhall we go? What advice ſhall 
cc we take? We ſee the whole world almoſt lying in 
« wickedneſs: if God ſpared not this man, nor the very 
< angels that ſinned, nor the Jews his once beloved peo- 
ec ple; how can we think he will ſpare us? The wiſdom 
<« of this world is folly: we muſt repent, or we muft 
<« periſh: we know not how little time we have to live; 
« or what may become of us if we delay our return to 
« God any longer; who knows but he may ſay to us, 
« Becauſe 1 called and ye refuſed, and I firetched out my 
« hand and no man regarded, I will laugh at your calamity, 
4 and mock when your fear cometh : when your fear com:th 
ce as deſolation, and your dęſtruction as a whirlwind.” 

To this one of his ſcholars replied, T hat he could not 
but be convinced of the truth and importance of what he 
had faid, as he believed the reſt of his fellow ſtudents 
were; but, alas! faid he, it is almoſt impoſſible to perſe- 
vere in a ſteady courſe of piety, amidſt the corrupt con- 
verſations of men, where we continually ſee ſo much 
MALICE AND ENVY, LYING AND BLAS- 
PHEMY, CURSING AND SWEARING, FRAUD 
AND INJUSTICE, INTEMPERANCE AND DE- 
BAUCHERIES, that a good man muſt ſeparate himſelf 
if he would intermeddle with true wiſdom. © Let us, 
e therefore, my brethren,” faid he, & retire to ſome proper 
cc place, from the temptation of this evil world.“ 

Upon which two others adviſed that they ſhould go to 
the pious Biſhop of Gratianople, who adviſed them to go 
and live in the cold Deſert of Carthuſel, in Dauphine; 
Where ſeven of them ſettled in r080, under the ſtricteſt 
rules of any ſociety in the world; eating no fleſh; living 
by couples; labouring with their hands; watching, pray- 


ing, and never meeting but on the Lord's day. 
| Vide P · 169. 
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From Biblotheca Patrum, Vol. 1, Paris, 1624, by Abbat 
Mal, at Con/tantinople, when he was Ambaſſador from the 
French King to the Ottoman Porte, See Page 165 of 
Wodward's Fair Warnings. | 
IN the primitive times of Chriſtianity, there was a 

ſolemn diſputation held by Gregentius, Archbiſhap of Tep- 

tira, in the kingdom of the 1 in the empire of 

Ethiopia, and Herbanus, a learned Jew, at the requeſt of 

the King of that place, before a vaſt aſſembly of people; 

in the cloſe of which the Jew was ſo fully convinced that 
the Lord Feſus Chrijt came from God, that he had no 
more to ſay; but that ſince it could not be denied like- 
wiſe that Maſes came from God, that the Chriſtians ſhould 
hear the former, and the Jews the latter. But if the Lord, 
ſaid he, will pleaſe to appear, and ſhew us his pre-emi- 
nency, we will believe on him fully and abſolutely; to 
which all the Jews aſſented with loud voices, ſaying, 

« Shew us Chrift, and we will believe on him.“ The pious 

Archbiſhop being greatly moved hereat, kneeled down 

and prayed the merciful Saviour of men to condeſcend to 

give to ſo many thouſands of the ancient ſtock of Abra- 
ham their demanded ſatisfaction; and in the concluſion 
of the prayer, the King and all the people ſaid Amen. 

Upon which a great earthquake followed ; and the heavens 

opening in the eaſt, the Lord Feſus appeared in ſuch 

brightneſs, as filled the Chriſtians with extreme joy, and 
the Jews with no leſs fear, and faid, with a loud voice, 

Upon the prayers of the Archbiſhop, and the * J appear 

before your eyes, who was crucified by your fathers. Upon 

which Herbanus and all the Jews were ſtruck blind: and 
finding upon inquiry that the Chriſtians were not ſo 
blinded, they requeſted them to pray to Chriſt to reſtore 
their ſight, which was done upon their receiving Chriſtian 
baptiſm, as the record witneſſes, to the amount of five hun- 
dred and five thouſand. 
God's Dreadful Fudgment on Dorothy Mately. 

ON the 23d of March, 1660, Dorothy Mately, an in- 

habitant of Aſhover, in the county of Derby, four miles 


from Cheſterfield, a woman of very wicked life and con- 
| | | yerlation, 
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verſation, and noted for a common ſwearer, thief, and liar ; 
who had got a conſtant habit of imprecation in aſſerting 
any thing, ſuch as I would 7 might fink into the earth Af it 
be not ſo, of, I would God would make the earth open and 
Fwallow me up, with ſuch other expreſſions, being that day 
a waſhing lead ore on the top of a ſteep and rocky hill, 
about a quarter of a mile from Aſhover, was taxed with 
ſealing twopence out of a youth's pocket (who had laid 
aſide his breeches while he worked in his drawers), which 
ſhe violently denied, wiſhing the ground might fwallow her 
up if ſhe had. One George Hodgkinſon, a man of good 
repute, happening to paſs by the place where ſhe was at 
work, waſhing in a tub with a ſieve in it, a little girl was 
ſtanding by the tub with her, a girl at ſome diſtance called 
to them, which he not underſtanding, took the little girl in 
his hand and went away; but they were not gone ten yards 
from the place, when they heard Dorothy call out for 
help; on looking back they ſaw her and the tub and ſieve 
| twirling round and ſinking, on which he called out to her, 
| ſaying, pray to Gad to pardon thy fins, for thou art never 
like to be ſeen alive any longer. The woman and her 
tub ſunk to the diſtance of about three yards, when a great 
ſtone fell from the earth on her head and broke her ſkull, 
the earth then falling on her, buried her about four yards 
deep. She was afterwards digged up, and in her pocket 
was found the two-pence which ſhe had denied, but the 
ſieve and the tub could not be found. 8 

What was exceeding remarkable, was, that the place 
where ſhe ſunk was on the top of a hill, within about ſix 
yards from a lead pit, forty odd fathom deep, cut through 


* rocks, and not the leaſt ſhrinking of the earth was 
there. | 


See Annus Mirabilis, page 82. 


Biſhop Latimer in his Sermons has twice recorded the 
| following Circumſtance. | 
THE 1 going his rounds or viſitation to exhort 

the people of God, (or conformably with the words of the 

Church of England Service in her ordination charge to 

her Prieſts,) “ ſeeking Chriſt's ſheep who are ſcattered 

up and down throug * naughty. world,“ had occaſion 
2 


zh 


( 12. ) 
to flop at a rich gentleman's houſe to refreſh himſelf: the: 
gentleman during the courſe of the Biſhop's ſtay, deſcanted 
at large on his own worldly happineſs, adding, he was 
bleſſed with a virtuous wife, fine children, an ample for- 

tune, and never knew a croſs or diſappointment in his 
life: the biſhop having refreſhed himſelf, immediately 
ordered his horſe, obſerving, that God could not be with 
that man who was an utter ſtranger to croſles and diſap- 
pointments. Proceeding on. his journey, having rode. 
about three miles from the gentleman's ſeat, the biſhop 
recollected that he had left behind him a book in the par- 
lour, and remanded his ſervant in queſt of it, who being 
arrived at the ſpot, obſerved that the whole houſe and 
premiſes were ſwallowed up. | 

Ye who make a joke of earthquakes, or attribute them 
to natural or philoſophical cauſes, be pleaſed for due con- 
viction to refer to the ſermons of the above cited biſhops 
It is preſumeable, the hand of the Lord is not ſhortened, 
and that mankind are not reformed ſince the days of Ed- 
ward the ſixth, when Latimer wrote.. 


From the STAR, March 26, 1795. 

A Remarkable Meteor was ſeen a few nights ſince at 
Sheffield, twenty-five minutes paſt eleven o'clock, accom- 
panied' with a moſt tremendous roll reſembling thunder, 
which laſted one minute and a half. It appeared to de- 
icend in two balls to the earth. 


ON the ninth of July, x662, at Limehouſe, near Step- 
ney, between eleven and: twelve: o'clock at night, were 
ſeen in the heavens towards the weſt, three moons toge- 
ther, with full bodies, and of an exceeding red colour. 
They ſtood in a triangular figure, and were very near 
each other. They were all in a continual moving 
poſture, and ſeemed to contend with each other for ſome 
ſpace of time: then they ſeemed to break in pieces, and 
immediately funk into a black cloud which was under-_ 
neath, and ſo diſappeared ;; when a vapour of fire roſe out 
of the ſame cloud, and did aſcend up to the ſky, in the per- 
fect form or ſhape of a large ſteeple, with its great end up- 
ward: and when it had remained for a while, it brake in 

pieces, 
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pieces, Which fell down ſeveral ways, and then therE was 
plainly heard the noiſe of ſmall guns: about the ſame 
clouds, when the guns ceaſed, another vapour of fire came 
from the ſame cloud, and in the fame form as the other, 
which alſo brake in pieces, and the noife of guns followed: 
then aroſe a third vapour of fire from the fame cloud, 
which much exceeded the others in bigneſs ; it rofe with 
greater force, and from it did aſcend round balls like eannon 
balls, then ſmall guns as before; then all diſappeared, _ 
| See Annus Mirabilis, p. 4. 
ON the 29th of May, 1662, ſeveral perſons of credit at 
Bamfield heath, not far from Reading, did ſee in the 
heavens the perfect form of a lion, a unicorn and a bear, 
which ſoon vaniſhed, and then appeared a party of horſe and 
foot, and not far from them a houſe all on fire; when 
conſumed, there appeared in its room the form of a glori- 
ous fabrick, feemingly covered with gold, the horſe and 
foot being as a guard round it ; the horſe then went one 
way, and the foot the other, when all yaniſhed. 


A remarkable caſe of murder. 


JANE NORKOTT wife of Arthur Norkott being 
murdered, and how ſhe came by her death. 

The coroners inqueſt on view of the body and depoſiti- 
ons of Mary Norkatt, Fobn Okeman, and Agnes his wife, 
were inclined to find Fane Nor#ott a felo de ſe (a ſuicide.) 
Fhey informed the coroner and jury, “ that ſhe was found 
dead in her bed; the knife ſticking in the floor, and her 
throat cut, and the night before ſhe went to bed with her 
child, her huſband being abſent, and that no other perſon, 
after ſuch time as ſne was gone to bed, came into the 
houſe, the examinants lying in the outer room, and they 
muſt needs have ſeen or known if any ſtranger had come 
in:“ whereupon the jury gave up to the coroner a verdict 
that ſhe was felo de fe: but afterwards upon rumour 
amongſt the neighbourhood, and their obſervation of divers 
circumſtances, which manifeſted that ſhe did not nor could 
poſſibly (according to thoſe circumſtances) murder her- 
{elf ; thereupon the jury, whoſe verdict was not yet drawn 
into form by the coroner, aſſented, and deſired the coro- 
ner, that the body which was buried might be taken out 
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of the grave, which the coroner aſſented unto ; and thirty 
days after her death ſhe was taken up in preſence of the 
jury and a great number of people: whereupon the jury 
changed their verdict; and the perſons being tried at 
Hertford aſſizes, were acquitted ; but ſo much againſt the 
evidence, that Judge Harvey let fall his opinion, that it 
were better an appeal * were brought, than ſo foul a mur- 
der eſcape unpuniſhed. 
Accordingly the child of the deceaſed Fane Norkott 
brought an appeal againſt Fohn Norkett his father, his 
grandmother, and aunt, and her huſband Okeman ; and 
becauſe the evidence was ſo ſtrange, ſays Sir Fohn 
Maynard, I took exact and particular notice. And it 
was as follows. £7 | 
After the matters above-mentioned had been related on 
the trial; an ancient and grave perſon, miniſter to the pa- 
Tiſh where the fact was committed, being ſworn to give 
evidence, depoſed, < That the body being taken up out 
of the grave, thirty days after the party's death, and lying 
on the graſs, and the four defendants being preſent, were 
required each of them to touch the dead body. Okeman's 
wife fell upon her knees, and prayed God to ſhew tokens 
of her innocency: The appellant did touch the dead body; 
whereupon the brow of the dead, which before was of a 
livid and carrion colour, (in terminis, the verbal expreſ- 
ſion of the witneſs) began to have a dew, or gentle ſweat, 
ariſe on it, which increaſed by degrees till the ſweat ran 
down in drops on the face; the brow turned to a lively 
and freſh colour, and the deceaſed opened one of her eyes, 
and ſhut it again; and this opening the eye was done 
three ſeveral times; ſhe likewiſe thruſt out the ring or 
marriage finger three times, and pulled it in again; and 
the finger dropped blood from it on the graſs.” Sir Meho- 
las Hyde, Chief Juſtice, ſeeming to doubt the evidence, 
aſked the witneſs, Who ſaw this beſides you ? 
| Witneſs, I cannot ſwear what others ſaw : but, my 
Lord, (ſaid he) I do believe the whole company ſaw it; 


Appeal in the ſenſe-wherein it is here uſed, denotes an accufation by 
2 private ſubject againſt another, for ſome heinous crime; demanding 
puniſhment on account of the particular injury ſuffered, rather than for 


the offence againſt the public. See 4 Slack, Comm. 412, 


and 
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and if it had been thought a doubt, proof would hay 
been made of it, and many would have atteſted with me, 
Then the witneſs obſerving ſome admiration in the audi- 
tors, ſpake farther: “ My Lord, I am miniſter of the 
pariſh, and have long known all the parties, but never had 
occaſion of diſpleaſure againſt any of them, nor had to do 
with them, or they with me; but, as I was miniſter, the 
thing was wonderful to me: but 1 have no intereſt in the 
matter, but as called upon to teſtify the truth, and that I 
have done,” (This witneſs was a very reverend perſon, 
as I gueſſed, of about ſeventy years of age; his teſtimony 
was delivered gravely and temperately, but to the great 
admiration of the auditory.) Whereupon, applying him- 
ſelf to the Chief Juſtice, he ſaid, “ My Lord, my bro- 
ther here preſent is miniſter of the next pariſh athacent, 
and I am ſure ſaw all done that I have affirmed:“ there- 
fore that perſon was alſo ſworn to give evidence, and did 
depoſe in every point“ the ſweating of the brow—the 
change of the colour—thrice opening the eye—and the 
thrice motion of the finger, and drawing it in again;“ 
only the firſt witneſs added, that he himſelf dipped his 
finger in the blood, which came from the dead body, to 
examine it, and he {wore he believed it was blood. 

I conferred afterwards with Sir Edward Powell, barriſter - 
at law, and others, who all concurred in the obſervation : 
and for myſelf, if I were upon oath, can depoſe, that theſe 
depoſitions (eſpecially the firſt witneſs) are truly reported 
in-ſubſtance. | 

The other evidence given againſt the priſoners, viz. 
the grandmother of the plaintiff, and againſt Okeman and 
his wife, that they confeſſed they lay in the next room to 
the dead body that night; and that none came into the 
| houſe till they found her dead the next morning; there- 
fore if ſhe did not murder herſelf, they muſt be the mur- 
derers. To that end further proof was made; 

1. That ſhe lay in a compoſed manner in her bed, the 
2 not at all diſturbed, and her child by her in 

ed. : Es 

2. Her throat cut from ear to ear, and her neck broke. 
So that if ſhe firſt cut her throat, ſhe could not poſſibly 


break her neck in the bed. | 


3. There 
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3. There was no blood in the bed, ſaving a tincture of 
blood on the bolſter whereon her head Jay, but no ſub- 
ſtance of blood at all. | = 

4. From the bed's head there was a ſtream of blood on 
the floor, which ran along until it ponded in the bendings 
of the floor, to a very great quantity; and there was alſo 
another ſtream of blood on the floor at the bed's foot, 
which ponded alſo on the floor to a very great quantity; 
but no continuance or communication of blood en either 
of thoſe two places, from one to the other, neither upon 
the bed, ſo that ſhe bled in two ſeveral places ; and it was 
depoſed, turning up the mat-of the bed, that there were 
clots of congealed blood in the ſtraw of the mat under- 
neath, | 

5. The bloody knife was found in the morning ticking 
in the floor, a good diſtance from the bed; but the point 
of the knife, as it ſtuck, was towards the bed, and the 
haft from the bed. | 


6. There was the print of a thumb and four fingers of 
a left hand. D 

Sir Nicholas Hyde, Chief Juſtice. How can you know 
the print of a left hand from the print of a right hand in 
{ſuch a caſe ? : | | 

Mitneſo. My Lord, it is hard to deſcribe ; but if it 
pleaſe that honourable judge to put his left hand upon 
your left hand, you cannot poſſibly place your right hand 
in the ſame poſture ; which being done, and appearing fo, 
the defendants had time to make their defence, but gave no 
evidence to any purpoſe. —The jury departed from the bar; 
and returning, acquitted Okeman, and found the other three 
guilty: who being ſeverally demanded why judgment 
thould not be pronounced, ſaid nothing but ſeverally, 
& I did not do it, I did not do it.” Judgment was given, 
and the grand-mother and huſband executed; but the aunt 
had the privilege to be ſpared execution, being with child. 
J inquired if they confeſſed any thing at their execution, 
but they did not, as I was told. State Trials, Vol. X. 
Appendix, p. 29, A. D. 1641, 


IN 
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IN the year 1650, Ann Green was tried at Oxford, be- 
fore Sergeant Umpton Croke, for the murder of her baſ- 
tard child, and by him ſentenced to be hanged : which 
ſentence was accordingly executed on the 14th of Decem- 
ber in the caſtle yard, Oxford, where ſhe hung about half 
an hour; being pulled by the legs and ſtruck on the breaſt. 
by ſeveral of her friends, and, after all, had ſeveral 
ſtrokes given her on the ſtomach with the but end of a 
muſket ; being cut down and put in a coffin, was carried 
to a houſe to be diſſected; where, when they opened the 
coffin, notwithſtanding the rope remained faſt jammed 
round her neck, they perceived her breaſt riſe : whereupon 
one Maſon, a taylor intending an act of humanity, ſtamped 
on her breaſt and belly ; and one Oran a ſoldier, ftruck her 
with the but end of his muſquet : after all this, when Sir 
William Petty, Dr. Willis, and Mr. Clarke came to pie- 
pare the body for diſſection, they perceived ſome ſmall rat- 
fling in her throat, which induced them to deſiſt from their 
original deſign, and begin to uſe means for her recovery, 
in which they were ſucceſsful; that within fourteen hours 
ſhe began to ſpeak, and the next day talked and prayed 
heartily, nor did the humanity of the doctors ſtop, till by 
obtaining a pardon for her, they ſecured with God's help, 
that life which he reſtored. She was afterwards married, 
had three children and lived in good repute among her 
neighbours, at Steeple-Barton, and died in 1659. What 
was moſt remarkable, and diſtinguiſhed the hand of Pro- 
vidence in her recovery, ſhe was found to be innocent 
of the crime for which ſhe ſuffered ; for it appeared the child 
had never been alive, but came from her ſpontaneouſly 
four months after conception. See Plot's Oxfordſhire, 
P. 197+ | | 
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SOME riotous ſtudents of the Univerſity in Upper 
Germany were entertained by a nobleman at his chamber, 
who intending to treat them to the height of intemperance, 
had ſo gorged himſelf with wine, that he was faſt aſleep 
at the table he ſat by, in which poſture they left him and 
departed; a great wax candle ſtood upon the table, and 
in his ſleep he turned himſelf ſo inconveniently that it 
burnt his breaſt and the parts about it, in ſuch a manner, 
that his entrails might be 8 the candle being burnt 


out, 
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out, he yu remained ſnoring and lying on the wax and 
aſhes. In the morning, he was awakened by his fellow 
toſs-pots, and inſiſted on by them to drink a cup of worm- 
wood wine, when he complained of inſufferable torments. 
The moſt ſkilful Phyſicians were immediately ſent for, 
but in vain, fo that upon the third day following, he ended 


his miſerable life, having firſt watned his companions with 


tears to beware of drunkenneſs. _ 
See Henrii. ab. Heeres., p. 163. 


. 


The form of an army on march, ſeen not far from Kilkenny 
; : . in Ireland. | 
IN October 1662, near Balline, ſeven miles from Kil- 
kenny. A cow-herd keeping his cattle, ſaw in the after- 


noon the appearance of a formal army, about 6000 men, 


marching from the north; being much affrighted, he 
awaked ſome others who were fleeping in the field, and 
they all ſaw the army marching in exact order, a body of 
horſe in the van, led by a gallant officer ; then a body of 
foot with a train of ſeveral waggons, the middle one was 
red, another body of horſe in the rear, the men then ran 
to the town, and gave notice of it to ſeveral of the inhabi- 
tants, many of which ſaw the ſame, which continued 
about an hour, at which time, the tall man who led them, 
with two or three more, marched into the rear, and then 
the whole diſappeared. Vide p. 22. Annus Mirabilis. 


No. II. will be publiſhed in a few Days, with many very 
Remarkable Things. 7 
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